History: In July, 1918, boy's mother first noticed small swellings in left side of neck. Taken to another hospital, where the swellings were diagnosed as tuberculous glands, and treated by local and constitutional measures for four months. The swellings continued to increase in size. In December, 1918, admitted into Guy's Hospital, and Mr. Rowlands removed a chain of glands from beneath sternomastoid on left side of the neck. Sections cut from one of the glands showed typical lymphadenoma. Shortly after his discharge the swellings reappeared, and he was transferred to Light Department for X-ray treatment. Continually under treatment from January, 1919, till February, 1920, X-rays being given through 5 oz. lead protection. As swellings continued to increase treatment was discontinued. In November, 1920, as swelling was, after two years, still limited to left side of neck, and as his general health was excellent, he was readmitted for a further attempt at surgical treatment. On November 18, 1920, Mr. Bromley removed an outlying gland for section. This again showed typical lymphadenoma, with more fibrous tissue than in the section taken in 1918. On November 29 Mr. Bromley did a block dissection of the glands on left side of neck, and on January 3, 1921, further glands were removed from the posterior triangle. The swellings reappeared and he again received X-ray treatment from February to April, 1921. Present condition: Left side of neck shows operation scars. There is a group of enlarged glands in submaxillary region, and one over masseter; also some obstructive lymphatic cedema of left side of face. On right side there is a mass of glands extending from clavicle to mastoid process, mostly behind sternomastoid; also a mass of glands in left axilla. Right axilla and both groins are free. Rounded lower border of liver can be felt 11 in. below costal margin, and spleen also descends 1j in. below tenth costal cartilage.
Chief complaint is of pain in left axilla. Temperature normal during three weeks' observation. Pulse varies from 64 to 100. Blood: Red cells, 4,890,000; white cells, 11,000; haemoglobin, 75 per cent.; colour index, 0 7. Bloodpressure, 110 mm. Hg. Nervous system and urine normal.
